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What is IUGG? 

Established in 1919, IUGG is the oldest non-governmental, 
international, scientific organization dedicated to advancing, 
promoting, and communicating knowledge of the Earth system, 
its space environment, and the dynamical processes causing 
change. 

IUGG encourages the application of this knowledge to societal 
needs, such as mitigation of natural hazards, mineral and water 
resources, and environmental preservation. 

IUGG communicates the knowledge to governments and policy-
makers for the benefit of humanity. 

IUGG is a Founder Member of the International Council for 
Science (ICSU).
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What does IUGG do? 

IUGG envisions a future Earth that is environmentally sustainable 
and where societies are resilient against natural hazards. IUGG 
advances, strengthens, and promotes international research 
cooperation as well as science education and capacity building in 
Earth and space sciences through its Associations and National 
Member countries. 
IUGG develops and facilitates international cooperation in 
geosciences through its Associations, and more than 100 
commissions, committees, working groups, services, and scientific 
partner organizations.
IUGG Associations set up and promote activities of geodetic and 
geophysical services, e.g. the International GNSS Service (IGS); 
the World Glacier Monitoring Service; the International Service of 
Geomagnetic Indices; the Permanent Service for Mean Sea Level. 



What does IUGG do? 

IUGG Associations develop and promote global standards for 
research, e.g. the International Classification for Seasonal Snow 
on the Ground; the International Terrestrial Reference Frame; the 
International Geomagnetic Reference Field; the International 
Thermodynamic Equation of Seawater; the Manual of 
Seismological Observatory Practice; and the Guidelines for 
Professional Interaction During Volcanic Crises. 
These products (and services) are widely used by researchers of 
different disciplines, companies, and private persons, and therefore 
serve as a link between research, policy-making and the public.
Together with its Associations and scientific partner organizations, 
IUGG initiates and promotes world-wide interdisciplinary research 
programs (e.g. the International Lithosphere Programme), to 
explore the Earth System and its space environment as well as to 
analyze societal implications of the research. 
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